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Furries

he was 13 years old. He said with
a laugh, “1 thought they we
weirdos. T was really judgmental

He started talking to some
one at the convention who had
a booth selling furry costumes

tails, ears, paws, full suits. Les
said he found the seller to be one
of the nicest people he's ever met
And that got him hooked. He
went home to learn more about
the community and started at
tending furry conventions the
next year.

In his costume, Les said: “1 got

to be myself without the baggage.”

Then it pushed him to try to
resolve that in his everyday life.
rt. talking
about his allegations of child
abuse for the first time, credit
ing coming forward to the con
fidence he got from the fandom
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Jolo Larrabee, left, and Ven Ferlin, co-chairs of Anthro Weekend Utah, hold up four heads to fursuits created
Ferfin. Anthro Weekend Utah is an annual furry convention in Utah.

in their fursuits and want to take
pictures with them like they're at
Disneyland. It makes Zena smile
she doesn't hide

A PLACE TO FIT IN

Ferlin thinks a large reason for
the fury aimed at furries is that
rany members of the fandom
are LGBTQ+. That includes Fer
lin and Zena, who is gender fluid
and uses both she and they pro
nouns

Furry has become a dog whis
tle to target LGBTQ+ people
Ferlin believes, The fandom is
about “peaple being able to pres
ent themselves and experiment
vith their identity. They don't
« it, so they attack it

that accepted
vinary when
vthey didn’t feel accepted
ere

Growing up. Ferlin was a

ALL-NEW mobility technology

Introducing the world’s lightest mobility

scooter with anti-tip technology
@&

The So Lite Scooter is easy to transport
and almost impossible to tip over.

Like millions of older Americans, | struggle with mobility. For years, |
watched my quality of life slip away, as | was forced to stay home while friends
and family took part in activities I'd once enjoyed. | thought I'd made some
progress when | got a mobility scooter, but then | realized how hard it was to
transport. Taking it apart and putting it back together was like doing a jigsaw
puzzle. Once | had it disassembled, | had to try to put all of the pieces in the
trunk of a car, go to wherever | was going, and repeat the process in reverse.
Travel scooters were easier to transport, but they were uncomfortable and
scary to drive, | always felt like | was ready to tip over. Then | found the &

7. Now there's nothing that can hold me back.

Years of work by innovative engineers have resulted in a scooter that's
designed with seniors in mind. They created Electronic Stability Control (ESC)
that makes it virtually impossible to tip over. If you try to turn too quickly, the
scooter automatically slows down to prevent it from tipping over. The battery
provides powerful energy at a fraction of the weight of most batteries. With
its rugged yet lightweight aluminum frame, the So Lite
portable scooter ever—but it can hold up to 275 pounds—yet weighs only 40.8
pounds without the battery! What's more, it easily folds up for storage in a car
seat, trunk or even on an airplane. It folds in seconds without tools and is safe
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member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. The
dominant Utah faith doesn't ban

LGBTQ+ members but instructs,

in order to remain in good stand
ing, they must not act on any feel
ings of same-sex attraction.
Ferlin said they were pushed
into doing conversion therapy
around 2012, in a program run

by the LDS Church. The thera-
Py involves a counselor attempt-
ing to change the sexual orienta-

tion or gender identity of a client
The church has since taken steps

away from those efforts. But Fer-

lin spent about a year and a half
in the program, which they said
left them depressed and anxious.
They left therapy and the faith at

That same year, Ferlin made
their first fursuit, the blue and
white fox. It's based on Ferlin's

love of video games, particular-

ly Zelda, and includes a pixelated
faux fur heart on the back. Ferlin
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" is the most

named their fursona Giga, short
for gigabyte

They didn’t have a ticket to
their first convention, held at a
Salt Lake City hotel, but they
went anyway. Ferlin said they
sat down at the piano in the lobby,
wearing their fox head and play-
i 11 Star” by Smash Mouth —
augh at pow — as
a crowd gathered around. They
met a group of friends they've

¢ s wearing a mask, but it
t like the first time I wasn't in
ay.” they said.
When the convention fell into
financial trouble, Ferlin and
friend JoJo Larrabee put down
their own money to save it, host-
ing their first one in 2017. They
also give to charities at their con-
ventions each year, collecting just
shy of $27,000 last year for un an-
imal sanctuary.

“I've had so many people
come up to me and say, ‘This

community has saved me and
kept me here,” Ferlin said. “It
moves me, but it also breaks my
heart. There's not that many
places, especially in Utah, where
people can feel welcome as they
are.

Ferlin knows firsthand be-
cause it saved them, too.

They have since created a new
fursuit, an androgynous hyena
with wings and mohawk named

“Ven." Ferlin felt like it captured
their true self so much, they took
on the name full time.

‘WE DON'T PUSH IT
ONTO OTHER PEOPLE’

Ferlin said they understand
and support Nebo School Di
trict enforcing the rules, part
ularly on a dress code. But they
want the district to understand
what it might mean to students
wearing the headbands that have
caused the stir — even though the
kids are not likely members of
the fandom, they said.

The way Ferlin sees it, the an-
imal ears are a way for kids who
are different or ostracized to
e. “When it’s too hard to be
ou try to be something

aid.

Ferlin compares it to goth or
emo kids or horse girls. Ferlin
said that kind of thing can be
comforting to someone being bul-
lied. It can also help those who
feel left out sec others who share
their interests — like a signal, an
owl’s hoot or a dolphin’s son

What the furry fandom pre-
viously enjoyed quietly sharing
with others like them has been
dragged into a public debate that
they never asked to be a part of.

“We don’t push it onto other
" said Les from Salt Lake
y. “We're just doing our own
thing.” Zena added

Those in the Utah fandom say
they’re leaning on each other and
the community they built to get
through being targeted. And they
want people to know they aren’t
going anywhere — except maybe
on another run to the craft store.

If you have a student in a Utah
K-12 school who is in the furry
community and want to talk about
it, reach out to reporters Courtney
Tanner at ctanner@sltrib.com and
Carmen Nesbitt at cnesbitt@sitrib.
com.
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Why a So Lite™Scooter is better:

« Latest “No-Tip”
Technology

« Lightweight yet durable « Easier to operate

- Folds and locks
in seconds

and refiable. Best of all,
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enjoying life never gets old™
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superior ¢ Why spend another day letting your
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a So Lite™ Scooter of your very own.
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